
CHAPTER XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS.

 

156. (1) There shall a Council to be called the Gujarat State Co-operative Council 
consisting of the following members, namely :-

Constitution 
of State Co-
operative 
Council, its 
functions etc.

(A) Chairman.

(i) Minister in charge of the Department dealing with co-operative societies in the 
State.

(B) Vice-Chairman.

1[(ii) Minister of State dealing with the Co-operative societies in the State or in the 
absence of such Minister of State, Deputy Minister dealing with that subject shall be 
ex-officio Vice-Chairman. If there is neither such Minister of State nor such Deputy 
Minister, the Vice-Chairman shall be elected by the council from amongst its 
members :]

2[Provided that during the operation of a Proclamation issued under clause (1) of 
article 356 of the Constitution, the Chairman and the Vice Chairman shall be appointed 
by the Governor.]

 

1. Clause (ii) was substituted for the original by Guj. 23 of 1982, s.34(1). 
2. This proviso was added, ibid, s.34(2).    
(iii) Chairman of Apex societies.

(iv) Seven members to be nominated by the State Government out of which one shall 
be a woman, one a person belonging to s Scheduled Caste and one a person belonging 
to a Scheduled Tribe.

(v) Three members to be elected by the Members of the Gujarat Legislative Assembly 
from amongst themselves.

(vi) The Secretary to the Government in the Department dealing with Co-operative 
societies.

(vii) The Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Gujarat State.

(viii) The Director of Agriculture, Gujarat State.

(ix) The Director of Industries, Gujarat State.

(2) Such officer as the State Government may appoint in this behalf shall act as the 
Secretary to the Council.

(3) The function of the Council so constituted shall be as follows, namely -

  

(a) to advice the State Government on all general questions relating to co-operative 



movement;

(b) to review the co-operative movement and to suggest ways of co-ordinating the 
activities of co-operative societies in the State;

(c) to suggest ways and means to remove the difficulties experienced by the co-
operative societies in the State in their administration

(d) to make suo-motu recommendations to the State Government in regard to any 
matter relating to the administration of co-operative societies; and

(e) to report to the State Government on such matters as may be referred to it by the 
State Government for its opinion.

(4) The State Government may by general or special order provide for -

  

(a) the calling of the meetings of the Council and the procedure at meetings;

(b) duties of the Secretary to the Council;

(c) sub-committees of the Council;

(d) the term of office of nominated members of the Council and traveling allowance 
and daily allowance admissible to the members of the Council.

 157. (1) Unless otherwise provided by this Act, all sums due from a 
society or from an officer or member or past member or a deceased 
member of a society as such to the Government, may be recovered 
as arrears of land revenue.

(2) Sums due from a society to the Government and recoverable 
under sub-section (1) may be recovered, firstly from the property of 
the society : secondly in the case of a society of which the liability 
of the members is limited, from the members or past members or 
from their estate if they have died, subject to the limit of their 
liability, and, thirdly, in the case of societies with unlimited liability 
from the members or past members or their estate, if they have died.

(3) The liability under this section shall in all cases be subject to the 
provisions of section 34.
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158. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Transfer of 
Property Act, 1882, and the Indian Registration Act, 1908, it shall 
be lawful for a member of a Co-operative Farming Society to 
transfer to the society any land held by him or the whole or part of 
his interest in any land by an agreement and in such manner as may 
be prescribed.

IV of 1882. 
XVI of 1908.



 159. (1) The Registrar or any officer subordinate to him and 
empowered by him in this behalf may, subject to such rules as may be 
made by the State Government but without prejudice to any other mode 
of recovery provided by or under this Act, recover-

 

(a) any amount due under a decree or order or a Civil Court 
obtained by a society.

(b) any amount due under a decision, award or order of the 
Registrar, his nominee or the board to nominees or Liquidator or 
Tribunal,

(c) any sum awarded by way of costs under this Act,

(d) any sum ordered to be paid under this Act as a contribution to 
the assets of the society,

together with interest, if any, due on such amount or sum and the costs 
of recovering the same by the attachment and sale or by sale without 
attachment of the property of the person against whom such decree, 
decision, award or order has been obtained or passed.
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 (2) The Registrar or the officer empowered by him shall be deemed 
when exercising the powers under sub-section (1) or when passing any 
order on any application made to him for such recovery, to be a Civil 
Court for the purposes of article 182 in the First Schedule to the Indian 
Limitation Act, 1908.

IX of 1908.

 1[160. (1) If the Registrar of his own motion or otherwise is satisfied 
that in public interest or for the purposes of securing the proper 
implementation

Registrar’s 
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1. Section 160 was Substituted for the original by Guj. 23 of 1982, 
S.35. 
of co-opertive production and other development programmes 
approved or undertaken by the State Government or for linking and co-
ordinating of cooperative activities such as marketing and credit, or 
securing the proper management of the business of the society 
generally or preventing the affairs of the society being conducted in a 
manner detrimental to the interests of the members, or of the depositors 
or the creditors thereof, it is necessary to issue. Directions to any class 
of societies generally or to any society or societies in particular, he may 
issue directions to them, from time to time, and all societies or the 
society concerned, as the case may be, shall be bound to comply with 
such directions.

  

(2) The Registrar may of his own motion or otherwise modify or cancel 
any directions issued under sub-section (1), and in modifying or 

 



canceling such directions he may impose such conditions as he may 
deem fit.

(3) Where the Registrar is satisfied that any committee or, as the case 
may be, a general body of any society, whose duty it was to comply 
with any directions issued or modified as aforesaid, has failed, without 
any reasonable or sufficient cause, to comply with such directions, the 
Registrar may exercise the powers conferred on him under sub-section 
(1) of section 81 or, as the case may be, under sub-section (1) of section 
107.

(4) Where the Registrar is satisfied that any person, whose duty it was 
to comply with any directions issued or modified as aforesaid, has 
failed without any reasonable or sufficient cause, to comply with such 
directions, the Registrar may, be an order in writing,-

  

(a) if such failure is committed by a member of the committee of the 
society in his capacity as a member of such committee, remove him as 
a member from the committee and appoint any other person as a 
member of the committee in his place for the remainder of the term of 
his office;

(b) is such failure is committed by a member of the society not falling 
under clause (a), remove him as a member of the society;

(c) if such failure is committed by an employee of the society, direct the 
society to remove such employee from employment of the society 
froth-with and if the society fails, without reasonable or sufficient cause 
to take action in pursuance of such direction,

make an order removing such person from employment of the society 
and thereupon such person shall be deemed to have been remove by the 
society:

Provided that, before making any order under this sub-section, the 
Registrar shall give or cause to be given a reasonable opportunity to the 
person concerned to show cause against the action proposed to be taken 
in regard to him. 

 

161. The State Government may, be general or special order, to be published in the 
Official Gazette, exempt any society or class of societies from any of the provisions of 
this Act, or may direct that such provisions shall apply to such society or class of 
societies with such modifications not affecting the substance thereof as may be 
specified in the order :

Provided that, no order to the prejudice of any society shall be passed, without an 
opportunity being given to such society to represent its case.
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162. The State Government may by notification in the Official Gazette and subject to Delegation of 



such conditions, as it may think fit to impose, delegate-

(a) any power exercisable by it under this Act except the power under sub-section (1) 
of section 153 and section 168 thereof to the Registrar;

(b) all or any of the powers of the Registrar under this Act to any committee constituted 
or to any co-operative federal society recognised under section 95 or to an officer of 
such society or to any panchayat constituted under any law relating to panchayats for 
the time being in force.
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163. (1) No society shall open a branch or a place of business outside the State of 
Gujarat, and no co-operative society registered under any law in any other State shall 
open a branch or a place of business in the State of Gujarat without the permission of 
the Registrar.

(2) Every co-operative society registered under any law in any other State, any 
permitted to open a branch or a place of business in the State of Gujarat under sub-
section (1) or which has a branch or a place of business in the State of Gujarat at the 
commencement of this Act, shall, within three months from the date of the 
commencement of this Act, as the case may be, file with the Registrar a certified copy 
of the by-laws and amendments and, if these be not in English a certified translation 
thereof in English or Hindi and shall submit to the Registrar such returns and 
information as are submitted by similar societies registered under this Act in addition to 
those which may be submitted to the Registrar of the State where such society is 
registered.

Branches etc. 
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(3) The provisions of sub-sections (1) and (2) shall not apply to co-opertive societies to 
which the provisions of the Multi-Unit Co-operative Societies Act, 1942 applies.

(4) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall affect a society which has a branch or a place of 
business outside the State of Gujarat at the commencement of this Act.

VI of 1942.

XLV of 18 0. 164. The Registrar, a person exercising the powers of the Registrar, a 
person authorised to audit the accounts of a society under section 84, or 
to hold an inquiry under section 86, or to make an inspection under 
section 87, and a person appointed as an administrator under section 81, 
or as a nominee or board of nominees under section 98, or as a 
liquidator under section 108, and all members of the Tribunal shall be 
deemed to be public servants within the meaning of section 21 of the 
Indian Penal Code.

Registrar and 
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 165. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the 
Registrar, or any person subordinate to him or acting on his authority, in 
respect of anything in good faith done, or purported to be done 1*in 
pursuance of this Act of the rules made hereunder].

Indemnity for 
acts done in 
good faith.



 166. (1) Save as expressly provided in this Act, no Civil or Revenue 
Court shall have any jurisdiction in respect of-

(a) the registration of a society or its bye-laws, or the amendment of its 
bye-laws, of the dissolution of the committee of a society, or the 
management of the society on dissolution thereof; or

(b) any dispute required to be referred to the Registrar, or his nominee, 
or board of nominees, for decision;

(c) any matter concerned with the winding up and dissolution of a 
society.

(2) While a society is being wound up, no suit or other legal proceeding 
relating to the business of such society shall be proceeded with or 
instituted against the society or any member thereof, or any matter 
touching the affairs of the society, except by leave of the Registrar, and 
subject to such terms as he may impose.

(3) All order, decisions or awards passed in accordance with this Act or 
the rules, shall, subject to the provisions for appeal or revision in this 
Act be final; and no such order, decision or award shall be liable to be 
challenged, set a side, modified, revised or declared void in any Court 
upon the merits, or upon any other ground whatsoever except for want 
of jurisdiction.

Bar of 
jurisdiction of 
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167. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, no suit shall be instituted 
against a society, or any of its officers, in respect of any act touching 
the business of the society, until the expiration of two months next after 
notice in writing has been delivered to the Registrar or left at his office, 
stating the cause of action, the name, description and place of residence 
of the plaintiff and the relief which he claims, and the plant shall 
contain a statement that such notice has been so delivered or left.

Notice 
necessary in 
suits.

 168. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such rules may be made-

(a) for the whole or any part of the State of Gujarat and for any society 
or class of societies, and

(b) to provide for all matters expressly required or allowed by this Act 
to be prescribed by rules.

(3) The power to make rules conferred by this section is subject to the 

Rules.



condition of the rules being made after previous publication.

(4) All rules made under this section shall be laid for not less then thirty 
days before the State Legislature as soon as possible after they are 
made, and shall be subject to such modification as the Legislature may 
make during the session in which they are so laid, or the session 
immediately following.

(5) Any modifications so made by the State Legislature shall be 
published in the Official Gazette, and shall thereupon take effect.

1. These words were substituted for the wards “by or under this Act” by 
Guj. 23 of 1982, s.36. 
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169. (1) The Bombay Co-operative Societies Act, 1925 (hereinafter 
referred to as “the said Act”) is hereby repealed :

Provided that the repeal shall not affect the previous operation of the 
said Act and anything done or action taken (including any appointment 
or delegation made, application or other document filed, certificate of 
registration granted, agreement executed, notification, order, direction 
or notice issued, rule, regulation, form or bye-law framed or proceeding 
instituted before any Registrar. arbitrator, liquidator or tribunal or other 
officer, authority or person) by or under the provisions of the said Act 
shall in so far as it is not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, be 
deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions 
of this Act, and shall continue in force unless and until superseded by 
anything done or any action taken under this Act.

(2) All societies registered or deemed to be registered under the said 
Act the registration of which was in force immediately before the 
commencement of this Act, shall on such commencement to be deemed 
to be registered under this Act; and all proceedings pending 
immediately before such commencement before any registrar, 
arbitrator, liquidator or tribunal or other officer, authority or person 
under the provisions of the said Act shall stand transferred where 
necessary, to the Registrar, arbitrator, liquidator or tribunal or other 
corresponding officer, authority or person under this Act, and if no such 
officer, authority or person exists or if there be a doubt as to be 
corresponding officer, authority or person to such officer, authority or 
person as the State Government may designate and shall be continued 
and disposed of by such officer, authority or person in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act.

(3) Any reference to the said Act or to any provisions thereof or to any 
officer, authority or person entrusted with any functions hereunder, in 
any law for the time being in force or in any instrument or document, 

Bom. VII of 
1925.



shall be construed, where necessary, as a reference to this Act or its 
relevant provisions or the corresponding officer, authority or person 
functioning under this Act, and the corresponding officer, authority or 
person, as the case may be, shall have and exercise the functions under 
such law, instrument or document.

I of 1958. 170. For the removal of doubt , it is hereby declared that the provisions 
of the Companies Act, 1956, shall not apply to societies registered, or 
deemed to be registered under this Act.

SCHEDULE (See section 74C) Apex Societies 

(1) The Gujarat State Co-operative Land Development Bank Limited, 
Ahmedabad.

(2) The Gujarat State Co-operative Bank Limited, Ahmedabad.

(3) The Gujarat State Co-operative Consumers Federation Limited, 
Ahmedabad.

(4) The Gujarat Pustakalaya Sahayak Sahakari Mandal Limited, 
Vadodara.

(5) The Gujarat State Co-operative Kheti Sangh Limited, Ahmedabad.

(6) The Gujarat State Poultry Farmer’s Co-operative Federation 
Limited, Bharuch.

(7) The Gujarat State Co-operative Housing Finance Society Limited, 
Ahmedabad.

(8) The Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Limited, 
Anand.

(9) The Gujarat State Co-operative Marketing Federation Limited, 
Ahmedabad.

(10) The Gujarat State Co-operative Cotton Marketing Federation 
Limited, Ahmedabad.

(11) The Gujarat State Co-operative Oil-Seeds Growers’ Federation 
Limited, Bhavnagar.

(12) The Gujarat State Co-operative Oil Industries Limited, 
Ahmedabad.
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(13) The Gujarat State Co-operative Fruits and Vegetable Federation 
Limited, Bardoli, District Surat.

 1. This Schedule was added by Guj. 23 of 1982, s.37.  


